Vaccine Storage

Policy

Vaccine storage must ensure the 'cold chain' is always maintained to ensure that a potent vaccine reaches recipients. The 'cold chain' is the system of transporting and storing vaccines within the safe temperature range of between 2ºC - 8ºC. 

Procedure

Maintenance of cold chain within the practice

1. The Vaccine storage guidelines as outlined in “National Vaccine Storage Guidelines - Strive for 5, Australian Government, DOHA 2005” should be adhered to.

2.
Practices must have a reliable and stable refrigerator with adequate capacity for the practice’s needs. Purpose built vaccination fridges are recommended.  Note that if using a domestic refrigerator to store vaccines you need to refer to the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines, Strive for 5 (page 9) for modifications that are needed for safe storage of vaccines. Domestic refrigerators do not have consistent temperatures throughout. It is recommended to have the refrigerator ‘mapped’ annually to be aware of cold spots in each refrigerator. This can be carried out using loggers.  Bar refrigerators are not recommended.

2. Refrigerator door openings should be kept to a minimum.

4.
One named person should be given responsibility for overseeing all vaccine procedures (checking refrigerator, ordering stock and receiving stock) and implementation of protocols. Education and information for everyone handling vaccines must be provided or be easily accessible. This includes new staff and reception staff.

5.
Food and other goods should not be stored in refrigerator.

6.
The expiry date of vaccines should be checked regularly and stock rotated to ensure those with earlier expiry dates are utilized first.

7.
Vaccines should be kept in their boxes.

8.
Record the fridge temperature as outlined in the attached template titled “Procedure for Recording Fridge Temperature”.
Maintenance of cold chain away from the practice

1. Advise patients purchasing their vaccines from a pharmacy to arrange prior with the pharmacist to collect their vaccines immediately prior to their appointment and insulate them to prevent warming. Most pharmacy’s supply an insulated disposable bag for transport. The patient should be advised that upon arrival at the practice to inform the practice staff that they have a vaccine. This should be labelled with the patients name and stored immediately in the vaccine fridge.

For more in-depth cold chain information including how to manage a power failure, how to pack a cooler (useful for off site immunisation) or how to defrost a fridge refer to the National Vaccine storage guidelines – Strive for 5, or the Australian Immunisation Handbook, 9th Edition.(available on-line at www.immunise.health.gov.au).

Procedures for temperatures NOT within 2ºC to 8ºC 

Note: Most vaccines are damaged at 0º C.

· If the fridge temperature falls below 2ºC or above 8ºC notify (*insert name of practice staff member responsible).
· This person should immediately
· contact Department of Human Services (DHS) on 1800 882 008 for funded vaccines
· contact SaefVIc on 1300 882 008 for privately purchased vaccines
· Advise all staff that the vaccines from the fridge are unavailable for use pending advice from DHS (or SaefVic) and place a sign on the fridge door to this effect.
· Implement immediately any action directed by DHS (or SaefVic).

7.12 Vaccine Administration

Policy

Vaccines are administered and recorded according to the Australian Standard Vaccination Schedule guidelines to ensure individuals and the general public are protected from preventable diseases and patient safety whist being immunised
Procedure

· Follow the Australian Standard Vaccination Schedule and the recommendations of the NHMRC at all times for routine immunisations and more specific texts and the manufacturer’s instructions for travel and other more specialised immunisation.

· Ensure there are adequately trained staff, emergency equipment and drugs to deal with serious adverse post-vaccination complications. 
· Division 1 registered Practice nurses who are not immunisation accredited or Division 2 nurses that are medication endorsed can only administer vaccinations when a Doctor is present at the practice and with written authorisation. 

· Division 1 registered nurses who are  accredited nurse immunisers can possess and administer immunisations independently. 

· Alcohol swabs are not to be used on the skin prior to vaccination.

· Discuss risks and benefits of immunisation and ensure that valid consent is obtained prior to immunisation and document.

· Administer all due vaccines on the same day, but give them in separate sites as per NHMRC Guidelines.

· Record all vaccinations:

1. In the child’s Personal Health Record folder (yellow or blue book). Adults should be given a “take home” record of vaccination.

2. In the patients clinical record file in your clinic.( include batch number)

· Report all childhood immunisations to the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR). 

· Keep vaccinated patients under observation (in waiting area) for at least 15mins post vaccination.

· Record all significant adverse events following immunisation (adverse events listed in the Australian Immunisation Handbook 9th edition).  Notify SaefVic on 1300 882 008.

For more detailed information please refer to:

· The Australian Immunisation Handbook, 9th Edition

· The Golden Rules of Immunisation.

· The Victorian Immunisation Schedule is available from Department of Human Services web address on www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/factsheets/schedule_victoria or on the DCGPA website www.dcgpa.com.au
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