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THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS


FACT SHEET - Doctor’s Bag

Criterion 5.2.2: Doctor’s Bag

Our practice ensures that each GP has access to a doctor’s bag.
( Indicator A

Each of our GP(s) has access to a doctor’s bag (interview, direct observation) 
( Indicator B

When in use our doctor’s bag(s) contain:

- auriscope

- disposable gloves

- equipment for maintaining an airway in both adults and children

- in-date medicines for medical emergencies

- ophthalmoscope

- practice stationery (including prescription pads and letterhead)

- sharps container

- sphygmomanometer

- stethoscope

- syringes and needles in a range of sizes

- thermometer

- torch (direct observation)

What is required of practices in the RACGP Standards for general practices (3rd edition)?

The RACGP Standards for general practices (3rd ed.) requires that each GP in the practice have access to a doctor’s bag. Individual GPs are not required to maintain separate sets of equipment and may share the use of a doctor’s bag. However, general practices are encouraged to consider whether more than one doctor’s bag is needed to ensure that it is highly likely that a GP will have access to a complete bag when required. Relevant factors may include the number of GPs working in the practice, the cost of duplicating expensive equipment (e.g. an ophthalmoscope), and the length of time during which a doctor’s bag is away from the practice. 

The RACGP Standards (3rd ed.) asks that equipment need only be in the doctor’s bag (or resuscitation bag) when it is being used. GPs are therefore able to place necessary items in the bag when attending an off-site consultation. It is acceptable for items of equipment to be kept in more than one bag so that, collectively, they include all the items listed in ‘Indicator B’ in Criterion 5.2.2 in the RACGP Standards (3rd ed). If equipment is not in one bag, it needs to be readily accessible to allow for swift departure with the bag. 

Selecting additional drugs

It will be useful for general practices to consider what medicines are likely to be required in their doctor’s bags. Consideration needs to be given to the practice location, the type of clinical conditions likely to be encountered, the shelf life (or date of expiry), the climatic vulnerability of the various medicines, and the cost and size of 

the doctor’s bag. In addition, general practices may wish to consider including other equipment where this is useful to the ongoing care provided to patients. 

General practices may find the following journal article useful in selecting drugs and equipment for doctor’s bags. 

Murtagh J. The doctor’s bag: what do you really need? Australian Family Physician. 2000;29:25-9.

In addition, the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits for Approved Pharmacists and Medical Practitioners provides information on the arrangements for the prescribing of pharmaceutical benefits. The document can be accessed at page 71, Section 2 at the following URL: http://www.pbs.gov.au/html/healthpro/publication/view?date=20061201&type=FlashPaper&name=general-schedule.
 

Type of bag

The Standards (3rd ed.) and State and Territory regulations do not prescribe any particular type of bag to be used as a doctor’s bag. Practices in some locations may like to consider the thermal conditions of the bag, to ensure that its contents are not subject to undue heat or cold. 

Security measures for doctor’s bags

The Standards (3rd ed.) and State and Territory regulations require that all sensible security measures be taken to ensure that doctor’s bags containing medications are kept secure from unauthorised access, when not in use or under the supervision of a doctor. Refer to S8 Medicines Fact Sheets at: http://www.racgp.org.au/standards/531.

Examples of such measures include keeping the bag in a locked cupboard or room or in another area that cannot be accessed by unauthorised people.

Whilst in use outside of the practice premises, if unattended, the bag can be stored in the locked vehicle or car boot. If kept at the doctor’s home, it can be stored in a locked cupboard, e.g. filing cabinet, or in another area where unauthorised people cannot access it.
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